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“ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT joy.” 





No. 16. NEW-HAVEN, SEPTEMBER 14, 1822. 








SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


RENUNCIATION OF IDOLATRY IN THE ISL- 
AND OF RURUTU. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine for August. 


Blind indeed must be the infidel who cannot 
or who will not discover the overruling hand 
of God in the wonderful revolutions, that have 
taken place within a few years, in these islands 
ofthe sea If Idolatry is a sin—if religion and 
civilization are blessings—surely we have eve- 
ry encouragement to go forward in the cause 
of missions, for the work is the Lord’s, and he 
has owned and blessed it: and, although he 
makes use of instruments, He has displayed 
his sovereignty in a striking manner, by pre- 
paring these and the Sandwich Islands, for the 
reception of the Gospel. 


Communicated by the Missionaries at 
Raiatea. 


An account of the renunciation of Idolatry, 
and of the reception of Christianity fo 
the Natives of Rurutu, an Island in the 
South Seas. 150. 51. E. Lon. 22. 29. 
S. Lat. called in the Charts Oheteroa. 


Raiatea, Oct. 18, 1821. 

The whole of the circumstances relating 
to thissevent having been peculiarly inter- 
esting and encouraging to us, we are de- 
sirous that all who are anxious for the uni- 
versal spread of divine truth, and feel in- 
terested in the success of Christian Mis- 
sions, may be acquainted with it, that they 
may be partakers with us of our joy. 

On the 8th March last, we saw a strange 
sail at sea, which made towards the reef, 
and appeared to be determined to hazard 
running on it instead of bearing up for the 
proper harbour, a practice resorted to by 
the natives when in extremity. Perceiv- 
ing their imminent danger, the Chiefs 
manned our boats and went off to pilot the 
strangers safely into the harbour; when 
they arrived we found they were natives of 
the Island of Rurutu. They had come 
from Maupiti, touched on their voyage at 
Bovabora, but could not get in for the con- 
trary wind. They had been drifted about 
at sea for three weeks, and latterly, without 
food and water, excepting sea water, which 
they were obliged to drink. Contrary winds 
drove them from their own island; but the 
Lord, to whose merciful designs winds and 
waves are subservient, protected and guid- 


ed them to these islands, Maupiti was the 
first island they could make. 

They were exceedingly astonished at the 
difference of customs, men and women 
eating together; the Areoi Society, their 
dances, and every lascivious game com- 
pletely put away. When they heard of 
the new system of religion, and saw the 
people worshipping the living and true God, 
they were convinced of its propriety and 
superiority, and immediately began to learn 
to read. 

The Chief, with his wife and a few oth- 
ers went ashore at Borabora. Mr. Ors- 
mond the Missionary of that station, paid 
every attention to them during their short 
stay ; gave them books, and began to teach 
them to read ; but as the canoe and the 
greater part of the people were at Raiatea, 
they soon followed, ‘They were about 25 
in number, men and women. We set 
apart acertain time for their instruction, 
supplied them all with elementary books, 
and gave them in charge to our deacons, 
who were very much pleased with, and 
diligent in the discharge of their new of- 
fice. Their language being somewhat dif- 
ferent, the deacons could make themselves 
understood better than we could. 

Auura, their chief, paid particular atten- 
tion, as well as his wife; the greater part 
of the others were rather slothful. He ap- 
peared to appreciate the worth of knowl- 
edge, and the value of the good tidings of sal- 
vation ; his attention was great, and his ques- 
tions upon general subjects were very ju- 
dicious ; but his attention to and questions 
upon our discourses were such as surprised 
not only the Raiateans but ourselves alse, 
We think he possesses a very acute judg- 
ment so far as he knows. We do not wish 
in thus speaking, to be understood that we 
believe him to be what would be called in 
England a converted person, though we 
have now indubitable evidence that he is 
a true convert from idolatry to Christianity. 
God hath called him and the people out of 
darkness to the knowledge of his Son 
Christ Jesus. May they soon really know 
Him, whom to know aright is eternal life. 
Auura was continually expressing his anx- 
ious desire to return to his own land, and 
to carry to his poor countrymen the know]- 
edge he had obtained of the true God, and 
his Son Jesus Christ, expressing his fears 
in an affectionate manner, that when he 
got back he should find very few left, as 
the evil spirit was killing them so fast. 
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The Brig Hope, Captain Grimes, from 
Londen touched at Raiatea on July the 
3d: we mentioned to the Captain our wish 
to get these poor people back to their own 
island; he, with a readiness which does 
him the highest credit, offered immediate- 
ly to touch at their island, and to take 
our boat in tow, that we might have an op- 
portunity, should our boat return from this 
yet unknown land, to open a communication 
with the natives. We sent for Auura, the 
chief, and his wife, who were highly de- 
lighted with the prospect of returning ; but 
he raised an objection to going to his land 
of darkness unless he had some one with 
him to instruct him and his people. We 
were rather at a loss how to act ; however, 
we immediately called on the deacons, in- 
formed them of the circumstance, and de- 
sired them to inquire who would volunteer 
their services to go as teachers to these 
poor people. They assembled the church, 
when two came forward, we hope with the 
spirit and language of the Prophet of old, 
“ Here we are, send us.” They were the 
very men we should have chosen had we 
thought it prudent to nominate ; but know- 
ing it was at the hazard of their lives, and 
that of their wives and little ones, we dared 
not to interfere, but left it to him who dispo- 
ses the hearts and thoughts of men according 
tohis will. Mahamene, a deacon, having 
a wife, but no children, was one ; Puna,a 
steady, and we hope a truly pious man, 
having a wife; with two children, was 
the other : they were both men we could 
ill spare, on account of their steadiness and 
our confidence in them ; but such charac- 
ters are the only proper persons for such a 
work, therefore every other consideration 
was obliged to give way. ‘To selecta crew 
to bring back our boat was the next con- 
sideration: as this took up the greatest 
part of the night, they had but a short time 
to get ready for the ship, which was to sail 
early the next morning. 

The Brig got under weigh the 5th of Ju- 
ly, and after most affectionately commit- 
ting Mahamene and Puna, with their wives 
and little ones, to the care of our Lord and 
God in the presence of the congregation, 
we gave to each a letter in English and 
Tahitan, recognising them as under the 
patronage of the London Missionary So- 
ciety, with our sanction, and recommend- 
ing them to any captains of vessels that 
might touch at Rurutu. 

The vessel laying to, outside the reef for 
us, prevented our having a regular service ; 
but though short, it was both affecting and 
interesung. At length we conducted our 
new fellow labourers to the Brg. The 


South Sea Islands, 
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Captain paid every attention; took ou; 
boat in tow and departed, leaving us anx. 
iously waiting to hear in due season of thei: 
reception and success—nor were we disap 
pointed. 

Part of the night previous to their de. 
parture was spent in supplying them a: 
well as we could with those articles whic} 
they would find both necessary and usefu), 
Every member of the church brought some 
thing as a testimonial of his affection—one 
brought a razor, another‘a knife, anothe: 
a roll of cloth, another a few nails ; some 
one little thing and some another ; we gave 
them all the elementary books we could 
spare, with a few of the Tahitan Gospels 
of Matthew. ‘Thus we equipped them for 
this interesting little mission as well as ow 
circumstances would allow. 

On August 9th, after a little better than 
a month’s absence, we had the pleasure 
of seeing the boat return laden with pris- 
oners, the gods of the heathen, taken in 
this bloodless war, won by the blood of 
Him who is the Prince of Peace. They 
were six days at sea in the open boat. On 
reading their letters, we felt perhaps some- 
thing of that holy joy that the angelic hosts 
will experience when they shall shout, 
“The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdom of our God and of his Christ.” 
The letters were from Auura, the chief of 
Rurutu, Mahamene and Puna. Although 
Auura was only with us for a short time, 
he made such progress that he had com- 
pletely learned the Spelling-book, part 
of the Catechism, and could read in the 
Gospel of Matthew before he left; he 
could write and spell correctly. The fol- 
lowing is a translation of the letter from 
Mahamene and Puna, the two native 
teachers, to Messrs Williams and Threl- 
keld, dated Rurutu, Friday, July 15, 1821. 

“ May you two have peace through God 
in your residence at Raiatea. We think God 
has heard your prayers, because we receis- 
ed no ill treatment on board the ship, aad 
because we are both now alive at Rurutu. 
Behold! they have given to us this land, 
not because we asked it, but because 0 
their own hatred to the evil spirit. Pray 
earnestly to God that we may have a per- 
manent residence at Rurutu, whilst we are 
teaching them their letters, and to know 
the name of the Son of God, and showing 
them the evil of their ways. On the 8th 
July the meeting of the chiefs and king 
was held, when Aunra spake thus to tle 
chiefs and king : * Friends, this is my de- 
sire, and therefore am [I come to this land, 
that you may know the name of the Sou 
of God, and the work of the Holy Spirit, 
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in enlightening our hearts, and the mercy 

of God towards us. This is my desire, let 

the evil spirit be this instant cast into the 
fire. (Meaning the idols of the evil spirit.) 

Is it agreeable to your kings and chiefs ; 
shall we burn the evil spirit even now; 
shall we overthrow his kingdom ? Do not 
any more let us worship him ; never more 
let us implore him ; let him have no more 
reign in our hearts. Let him have nothing 
in this land that has no teachers. Let the 
government of these little lands become 
Jehovah’s, and his alone, then my heart 
will rejoice through you. Behold! you 
thought I had been eaten up in the depths 
ofthe sea by the evil spirit ; but behold, 
Iam not destroyed by him; He is the 
sreat foundation of all deceit. I did not 
know that God would guide me to that 
land (Raiatea) where the teachers are ; 
there the word of God flourishes and grows, 
and behold, God has guided me back 
again. Will it be agreeable to you that 
we should assemble together at one place, 
and all eat together.’ 

The king and chiefs answered thus, ‘It 
is perfectly agreeable to us, we will receive 
and hold fast the word of life. We are 
pleased because of your saying, Burn the 
evil spirit in the fire. Let every thing 
made by our hands (as a god) be charred 
in the fire. Behold you say, O Auura, that 
we have spirits or souls, we never knew that 
man possessed a spirit—no ; never, never.’ 

Auura then answered thus ; §I have one 
more word to say to you. These two men 
(the teachers) are chosen by the church at 
Raiatea. God caused the thought to grow 
in the hearts of the Missionaries, and be- 
hold they have sent them to teach us to 
read : because of their great love to us these 
two aresent. ‘The Missionaries think very 
much of them ; for the Missionaries are 
very compassionate towards us. The peo- 
ple of Raiatea thought, in their regard to 
these two men, that they would be killed 
inour land, and that the boat would be 
seized by us. The Raiateans think our 
land is a barbarous land; therefore do not 
ill use these men, but behave with the great- 
est kindness to them, and then it will be 
well.’ The king and chiefs answered, * It 
is perfectly agreeable to us.’ 

_ Now, lo! up started two men inspired 
dy the evil spirit. One ofthe evil spirits said, 
‘It’s agreeable, It’s agreeable: we will hold 
the good word.* The other man who was 
also inspired by the evil spirit, thus spake, ‘I 
have seen the foundation of the firmament, 
up inthe sky. Taaroa (the great idol) 
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* Speaking ironically. 
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brought me forth.’ Auura then answered 
the evil spirit thus, ‘Do you leap up then, 
that we may see you flying up into the sky. 
Do so now, immediately. Truly thou art 
even the very foundation of deceit. The 
people of Rurutu have been completely de- 
stroyed through you, and through youalone, 
and now you shall not deceive us again: 
we will not be deceived again through you. 
We know the true God: begone. If the 
Son of God stood in our presence you 
would be ashamed.’ When Auura had 
done speaking, he satdown. Mahamene 
then stood up and said, *‘ You have agreed 
and your desire isto Jesus, that he may 
save your spirits. Ye are the lands for 
which the Missionaries at Raiatea, Tahiti, 
Moorea, Huaheine, Borabora, and Eng- 
land have prayed. The churches wherever 
there are Missionaries, have compassion 
upon the lands that have no teachers; 
therefore they subscrihe property, that the 
word of God may be sent to the lands that 
are without teachers. The Missionaries of 
Raiatea have sent us two to teach you let- 
ters and the name of the true God. May 
you be saved through Jesus Christ. 
Mahamene then set down. Puna (the 
other teacher) thep rose and said, ‘ Dear 
friends, this is my thought towards you— 
affection grows in my’ heart now towards 
you, in your living in darkness and in 
the shade of death. Behold, you are eat- 
ing the food of death—the poisonous fish, 
and drinking bitter water. Behold, we are 
here betore you to make known to you the 
true God, that you may know him. This 
I say to you, O king and chiefs, prepare 
one place where you may all eat together, 
you and your wives and children, and your 
king, at one eating place, and there the 
evil spirit who has just now inspired that 
man shall be completely ashamed: he has 
no refuge ; but cast away every disgraceful 
thing from among you, for that is the rea- 
son he remains among you. You worship 
him and he is accustomed to deceive you ; 
but now be fervent in prayer to God that 
you may escape. Should you not listen to 
that word, you will die, and you will bear 
the wrath of God, and you will be led by 
the evil spirit you have now cast away into 
the fire of hell; but if you regard the word 
and the name of the Son of God, you will 
by that means, be saved. May you be saved 


through Jesus Christ. MAHAMENE. 
Puna. 


To Messrs. Williams and Threlkeld, Raiatea. 


The eating together (observe the Mis- 
sionaries) was on the day after the Meeting, 
and was to be the test of the truth of the 
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word of God. If they died according to 
the predictions of the priests, namely, that 
any woman eating either hog or turtle 
would surely be eaten by the evil spirit ; or 
any one eating on a sacred place would 
surely die, and be eaten also :—then they 
would not destroy their gods ; but if no 
one sustained any injury, they would then 
utterly destroy all their idols. They met 
accordingly ; and after satisfying their ap- 
petites, without sustaining any injury, 
they arose, boldly seized the gods, and then 
proceeded to demolish totally the Morais, 
which was all completely effected that day. 

It is worthy of remark, that when the 
boat first reached the shore, Mahamene and 
Puna, with their party, knelt down on the 
spot to return thanks to God for their pre- 
servation, not knowing that the spot was 
sacred to Oro, one of their idols. The 
Rurutusgsaid immediately, ‘ This people 
will die.’ The party also ate inadvertantly 
on a sacred spot; and when the Rurutus 
saw that, they said, *No doubt they will 
die for this trespass on the sacred ground ; 
and looking earnestly, expected some one 
to have swollen, or fallen down dead sud- 
denly ; but after they had looked a consid- 
erable time, and saw no harm come to 
them, they changed their minds, and said, 
* Surely theirs is the truth ; but perhaps 
the god will come in the night and kill 
them : we will wait and see.’ One man 
actually went in the night to the wife of 
the chief (Auura,) who also ate a part of 
a hog, or turtle, on the sacred spot, and 
said, ‘ Are you still alive! Whenthe morn- 
ing arrived, and the Rurutuans found no 
harm had happened to any of them, they 
became exceedingly disgusted at their hay- 
ing been deceived so long by the evil spirit. 


NEW.ZEALAND. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Kendall to the 
Rev. Dr. Waugh, Nov. 25, 1821. 


The longer I am among the New Zeal- 
anders the more I am convinced that they 
sprung originally either from Assyria or 
Egypt. The god Pan is universally ac- 
knowledged. ‘The overflowing of the river 
Nile, and the fertility of the country in con- 
‘sequence are evidently alluded to in their 
traditions ; and [ also think the Argonautic 
expedition, Pan’s crook Pan’s pipes, and 
Pan’s office in making the earth fertile, are 
mentioned in their themes. “In that day 
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and 
with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst 
of the land; when the Lord of Hosts shall 
bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, 
and Assyriathe work of my hands, and Is- 


New-Zealand. 


[Serr. 


rael mine inheritance.” Query, Are not 
the Malays and the whole of the South Sea 
Islands Egyptians ? Is not Ohind or Hina, 
the ancient Queen of Heaven ? 


-__—— 


ISLAND OF JOANNA. 


Mr. Exuiort, who arrived at that place 
in June 1821, has transmitted to Dr. Philip, 
at the Cape, a Journal of occurrences dur- 
ing the short time he had then been there, 
from which we make a few brief extracts :— 

June 13. Captain Roberts and myself, 
&c. preceded by a rude band of music, and 
surrounded by a vast crowd of people, pro- 
ceeded to the King’s palace; we first call- 
ed upon Prince Alui, who treated us with 
great hospitality, and went with us to his 
father the king, whom we found seated at 
the head of a large table, in a good sized 
room ; he received us with great politeness, 
acknowledged very feelingly his obligations 
to the British, and shewed us some mag- 
nificent presents he had received from the 
East India Company. Here we were again 
regaled with fruit, &c. 

16. Met the King, accompanied by a- 
bout 20 well dressed persons, at his garden, 
and superintended the planting of the fruit- 
trees I had brought with me. The Joan- 
nese have most miserable agricultural im- 
plements. Their digging is perfomed with 
a stick five feet long, pointed with a piece 
ofiron. The King was much pleased with 
a spade and a shovel presented to him. 

After supper, at Prince Alui’s I was told 
that the Princess Fatima wished to present 
me with a token of her friendship. Imme- 
diately, three female slaves appeared, one 
bearing incense, which she held before me 
a few moments. ‘The second presented on 
a shield, covered with gold and silk cloths, 
an Aromatic Necklace curiously formed, ot 
most delightfully fragrant flowers. This 
the third slave put round my neck, while 
the interpreter delivered an exceeding!y 
polite message from the Princess, in whici' 
she assured me of her friendship, and beg- 
ged me to consider the Prince’s house as 
my own. In return for this very gratifying 
attention, I placed my ring upon the shield, 
covered it, as she had done the necklace, 
with the gold and silk cloths, and request- 
ed her to accept it as a token of the high 
sense I entertained of her kindness, and a 
pledge of my readiness to serve her. 

18. Prince Alui showed me a flute, as 
a curious instrument, the use of which he 
could not comprehend. He was surprised 
and pleased with its music. 

Began a Joannese Vocabulary. Was 
much annoyed in the day by visitors, anc 
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inthe night by the ceaseless beat of drums, 
and other discordant noises which accom- 
pany the fights and dances of Ramadan. 

27. I long to say something to the peo- 
ple about the gospel of the blessed God, but 
they cannot understand me sufficiently at 
present. ‘The more | see of the island, the 
more I am delighted with its beauty. Could 
the people’s inveterate habits of idleness 
and superstition be overcome, Joanna might 
become a place of commercial importance. 

(The average of the Thermometer during 
the month of June was 84 in the shade.) 

Ina letter to Dr. P. dated July 24, 1821, he 
says, “I shall heartily rejoice when my 
correspondence is of a higher tone ; but at 
present I can tell you of no tokens of decay 
im the pillars of superstition, no indications 
of abashed prejudice and lamented ignor- 
ance in spiritual affairs; but the most in- 
veterate attachment to the appointed faith, 
instituted rites, and confirmed habits of 
Mohammedanism, however derogatory to 
the dignity of the Most High, injurious to 
the real interest of man, opposed to com- 
mon sense, and repugnant of just feelings. 

Some persons would discourage me by 
saying that nothing short of a miracle can 
subvert a system established by illustrious 
deeds of arms, accordant with the corrupt 
propensities of nature, excluding rational 
enquiry, and damning everlastingly those 
who presume to doubt its divinity. [grant 
it. Nothing but a miracle can effect it ; 
but while 1 remember that without a mir- 
acle no sinner was ever yet converted, I am 
not dismayed. 

The uniform kindness of the Joannese 
has encouraged me to throw off all restraint 
with regard to my profession of Christiani- 
ty in my conversation with them. Of course 
1 am happy to embrace every opportunity 
of unfolding and recommending the Gos- 
pel. But I am disposed to think that the 
most effiacious means of doing good here 
would be the establishment of 4 small com- 
munity, which might be done without any 
alarming expense, as the King would sanc- 
tion and assist it, and from the richness of 
adequate market for the surplus preduce in 
the island, and in the neighbourhood of an 
Madagascar, Mosambique, and Zanzibar, 
industrious men might support themselves 
independently of any foreign supply. 


? —_— 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 
From the Missionary Herald 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL KEPT 
AT BRAINERD. 


January 2, 1822. A day of fasting and 
prayer by the mission family. We fo 


und - 


it good to seek after God in this way. We 
all seemed to feel the infinite importance 
of enjoying the presence of God, and our 
utter inability to do any thing for his cause 
without the aids of his Spirit.. 

3. Mr Butrick left us to spend some 
time in visiting the people in different parts 
of the nation. He will go first to Creek 
path, for the purpose of obtaining brother 
Joan Arch to accompany him as interpre- 
ter. May the Lord go with him, and en- 
able him to impart the knowledge of salva- 
tion to many perishing souls. 

One of the Cherokee boys, reviewing 
Murray’s Grammar, recited the whole of 
Orthography, Etymology and Syntax, at 
one lesson, without missing more than 
three or four words. 

4. The Rev. Mr. Marshall of the Meth- 
odist connexion, and Mr. Jack, called on 
us. This evening the family were collect- 
ed, and brother Marshall gave usa dis- 
course on the goodness of God in sending 
his Son into the world to save sinners. We 
desire to bless God for sending this dear 
brother to visit us. We think we have 
been edified by his preaching. 

23. Brother Parker set out with his 
family to reside at Taloney. May the God 
of Jacob go with them and make them use- 
ful in that part of his vineyard. 

$1. Ahalf bred Cherokee one of the 
head men of Willstown, called onus. He 
says the people of that place had a meeting, 
and sent by him to know, whether we 
would send them a teacher, according to 
their former request. 

Feb. 4. Brother S. J. Mills came, bring- 
ing his younger children to receive bap- 
tism. His wife, his neighbour Fields, and 
six others, came with him, as he says, to 
receive further instruction in the good 
things contained in the word of God. 
They purpose to stay until after the Sab- 
bath. Having no pious interpreter at hand, 
we sent for sister Lydia. Brother Mills 
and his company gave very seriousfand sol- 
emn attention to the word. The first part of 
the Saviour’s sermon on the mount, was read 
and interpreted, with expositions and re- 
marks. The exercises closed with prayer, 
the substance of which was interpreted. 
Brother Mills says, one of the men andtwo 
of the women, are from a remote part of 
the nation, 100 miles from his house ;— 
that they heard nothing of the Saviour, un- 
til he told them ;—that they have conclu- 
ded to remove and live near him in order 
to receive further instruction, and unite 
with him in thejworship and service of God. 


Zeal of a Cherokee Convert. 
8. Mr. Reece, being sent for to inter- 
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pret, came, and expects to stay till after the 
Sabbath. Had our Cherokee friends to- 
gether. Mr. Hoyt spent the most of the af- 
ternoon in reading and explaiming to them 
select parts of the sermon on the mount. 
In the evening, they were again collected. 
The children of the school were present. 
We sung a number of Cherokee hymns, 
and, to our astonishment, all our visiting 
friends joined with us, and sung very cor- 
rectly. A part of the Saviour’s last words 
to his disciples was read, after which broth- 
er Mills made a long and animated ad- 
dress. How thankful we ought to be, that 
our God is thus raising up instruments 
here, to communicate his word to this peo- 
ple, and such, to as are able to declare the 
love of God from ‘heir own experience. 

9. This afternoon was spent in instruct- 
ing our visiting friends. Brother Reece 
went home to see his family, with a prom- 
ise of returning in the morning. 

10. Sabbath. Brother Reece did not re- 
turn—we fear some of his friends are sick. 
After our usual exercises, the two youngest 
children of brother Mills were baptized. 
Sister Lydia Hoytinterpreted. In the eve- 
ning, bad a meeting with our visitors, and 
conversed with each one separately. They 
all said -they maintained secret prayer, 


and felt anxious to spend the reinainder of 


their daysin the service of God, except 
one woman, who was not of brother Mills’ 
company. She came here to see her son, 
who isin school. When asked if she pray- 
ed, she laughed, and said she could not 
pray at her house ;—her husband was a 
wicked, drinking man, and there was noth- 
ing good there. After telling her the dan- 
ger she was in, and showing her the im- 
portance of making her peace with God 
immediately, she appeared more serious, 
and said she thought religion was a good 
thing, and felt anxious to know more about 
it. She promised to make it her business 
to seek the Saviour. 

28. Mr. Butrick and John Arch arri- 
ved, having been absent about two months. 
They have visited the most important pla- 
ces in this part ofthe nation. They were 
every where kindly received, and heard 
with attention, especially by the chiefs. 
And though we rejoice in the goodness of 
God to them, yet we also mourn for the 
many precious immortals they have seen 
inquiring after God, and have been oblig- 
ed to leave in darkness, without any one to 
guide their wandering steps. 


Celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 


March 3. Sabbath. Had the unspeaka- 
ble privilege of setting down at the Table 


Cherokee Mission. 





[Serr. 


of our Lord. Twenty-six communicants 
were present, Five sisters of the mission 
family were prevented from participating 
with us in this feast of Jove, by ill health, 
— When we think of the expense necessary 
to keep this mission in operation, the diffi- 
culty of obtaining adequate funds, and, 
above all, our own unworthiness to be en- 
trusted with the alms of the Christian pub- 
lic, and the instruction of this people ; we 
are ready to faint. But, when we sit down 
to commemorate the love of our dying 
Saviour, and see, uniting with us there, 
precious souls, plucked as brands from the 
burning ; the expense, the difficulties, and 
our own unworthiness, vanish to nothing, 
We feel that the work is the Lord’s, the 
means and the instruments are all im his 
hand, and he can employ them as he pleas- 
es. 


Safe Arrival of Donations. 


14. Nineteen more packages arrived by 
way of Augusta, which (except one that 
was left in that place,) complete the num- 
ber shipped by the ‘I'reasurer on the 23d 
ot December. The articles came safe. 
On opening the precious treasures, collect- 
ed by the benevolent exertions of our dear 
Christian friends, and accompanied by 
their prayers, our thoughts are naturally 
directed to the Supreme Disposers of all 
hearts, and Giver of all gifts. And we 
would devoutly implore the divine presence 
and direction, that these articles may be 
disposed of with as much Christian zeal 
and prudence, as was displayed in their col- 
lection. We do not mention the particu- 
lar places from which the articles came, as 
the Treasurer has an account of them. 

18. A Clierokee man, living about ten 
miles from us, being far gone in a consump- 
tion, sent for one of the missionaries to vis- 
ithim. Mr. Chamberlain went and found 
him apparently near his end. He was 
very anxious for the salvation of lis soul. 

19. Mr. Butrick went to see the sick 
man, and found he died last night. He 
staid and attended the funeral. 


Request for a School. 


23. <A request wassentus, from a set- 
tlement about thirty miles from this place, 
to supply the people with preaching a part 
of the time. Most of the people in that 
settlement understand some English. They 
say they have never had more than one 
sermon preached in the place. Since the 
people heard that discourse, they have fre- 
quently tried to get some one to preach 
tothem. We regret that there has hither- 
to been a necessity of keeping a minister of 
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the Gospel in the school at this station, 
instead of giving him his whole time for 
the work of the ministry ; especially as 
there isso great a field spread for preach- 
ing among this people. We hope this ne- 
cessity will soon cease ; and most ardently 
pray that the Lord of the harvest will send 
forth labourers, tillevery Macedonian cry 
around us can be answered. 


Pastoral Visits. 


24. Mr Hoyt went out again to visit 
among the people. Admitted two scholars 
to the girls’ school, making three girls and 
two boys admitted since vacation. Some 
have not yet returned who are expected 
soon. We have now with us only 37 boys 
and 22 girls. ‘The children do not all re- 
turn as soon as we could wish; but con- 
sidering the distance many have to come, 
and how much their parents need their 
assistance, at this season of the year, in 
planting their corn, the school are filling 
up, perhaps, as fast as we could expect. 

25. Col. Arthur B. Campbell, of Blount 
County, Tenn., called this evening to spend 
the Sabbath with us. 

27. Monday. Col. Campbell tarried with 
us and visited the girls’ school in the fore- 
noon, and the boys’ in the afternoon. 
He appears to possess a true missionary 
spirit, offers his agency, at any time, and in 
any way the mission may need it, and thinks 
something may be done in his neighbour- 
hood and its vicinity towards furnishing 
supplies of corn, meat, iron, &c. for the use 
of this station. 

28. Mr. Hoyt went out again on pasto- 
ral visits. He had a very interesting}inter- 
view with one family—the parents both 
members of the church. They expressed 
great,joy and thankfulness that their pastor 
was once more enabled to visit them. All 
business was immediately suspended, and 
the family collected. Two black people, 
belonging to another family, being near, 
came in. Religious instruction, prayer, 
praise, and conversation were listened to 
with such attention, that two hours quickly 
passed in these exercises; after which 
about an hour was spent in conversation 
with individualgy ‘There are several young 
people, belonging to this family, under se- 
rious impressions ; but none of them en- 

_tertain a hope. 

In this family are sheltered and fed, a 
poor desolate woman and her young son, 
of about ten years. A little before the 
birth of this son, all her near relations were 
slain for the supposed crime of witchcraft, 
and she was spared only on account of her 
situation, She appears a poor, feeble, 


harmless creature, and our sister is labour- 
ing assiduously to teach her the Christian 
religion. 

30. Mr. Hoyt again visited families. 
He found a striking and affecting contrast 
between two families visited to-day. One 
a Cherokee, (mixed blood,) children in 
structed in letters and religion ;—acquaint- 
ed with family prayer ;—decent and order- 
ly in all family duties ;—christianized and 
civilized :—the other, a white family, rais- 
ed on the borders of the nation, and now 
living in it;—children totally ignorant of 
letters, and of religion ;—not one of them 
could tell who made them, who made the 
world, or who is the Saviour ;—unchris- 
tianized, and sinking into the savage state, 
if not already there. Such a difference 
does the blessed Gospel make, even in the 
course of a very few years. 

Mr. Butrick returned this evening from 
Creek-path. He found the mission fami- 
ly there all in health, and the church thriv- 
ing. The brethren hold weekly confer- 
ences at different places in the neighbour- 
hood, which are well attended, and several 
persons, not members of the church, are 
under serious impressions. 


Need of Interpreters. 


June 1. After preparatory lecture, had 
some conversation with brother Reece, on 
his going out as interpreter with Mr. But- 
rick to the Valley Towns, and to make a 
general tour through the eastern part of the 
nation. He is much engaged to do all he 
can for the instruction of his people, but 
thinks there is a fine prospect here, if we 
have a stated interpreter on the Sabbath, 
and can visit and preach in the different 
families and neighbourhoods. He thinks 
much good might also be done by occa- 
sionally going out with a preacher to those 
places which lie in a circle around us from 
10 to 20 miles, always returning here to 
spend the Sabbath. He has been convers- 
ing with our aged sister McDonald, on the 
subject. She would be very sorry to have 
the interpreting here suspended ; says she 
learns many things greatly to her edifica- 
tion, which she cannot understand in Eng- 
lish. 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


STATION OF MR. WILLIAMS. 


Last autumn Mr. L: 5. Williams commenc- 
ed preparations for a schoul, ata place called 
the French Camps, on the road leading through 
the Choctaw Nation, from Tennessee to Natch- 
es. The school was soon after put into opera- 
tion ; but was aecessarily suspended toward 
the close of March, on account of the ill health 
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of Mr. aud Mrs. Williams. At thistime Mr. 
Hooper wade them a visit from Mayhew, and 
took charge oi the school for a season ; thus 
enavling ther: to visit Mavhew, and try the ef- 
fect o! iravelling The result was very favour- 
abie to heaith, and they resumed their lavours 
with cheerfulness and alacrity. 

After stating more al large the particulars, of 
which the above isa summary, Mr Williams, 
inaletier duted June 18, 1822, proceeds as 
follows: 

I hasten to tell you what the Lord has 


done for his Zion, in this wilderness. He 


bas favoured this lirtle spot with the influ- 
ence of his Holy Spirit, so that now it ap- 
pears truly sacred and holy ground. Al- 
ready may itbe said, thts and that man were 
born here. He has made glad the hearts 
of his people, by the rich communications 
of his love and mercy to perishing sinners, 

The third Sabbath in May was a nemo- 
yable day to this establishment, and to the 
Chactaw Mission. Previous to that, how- 
ever, there was one instance of hopeful 
cohversion in the case of a black man. 
Sonie time in the month of March, he was 
struck with an awful sense of his situation, 
while at work, and inthe very act of curs- 
ing and swearing bitterly at something 
which vexed him. Mr. Kingsbury, who 
weached here two Sabbaths in that month, 
i considerable conversation with him, 
and there appeared evidence that a work of 
giace had begun im bis heart. His con- 
duct since bears testimony to the hope of 
his having experienced a saving change. 
But it was on the day above mentioned, 
that the presence of God was distinctly 
ynanifest. At an early hour, an unusual 
uumber of peopie, chiefly blacks, assem- 
bled. Inthe forenoon, beside other exer- 
cises, we read one of Russell’s seven Ser- 
wuons, entitled Joshua’s Resolution lo serve 
the Lord; and, in the afternoon, an ac- 
count of the revival in Pittsfield, Mass. 
with some oifer extracts, accompanied by 
a portion of Scripture and an exhortation. 
It was near the close of meeting that the 
voice of weeping was heard. An awful 
stillness prevailed, interrupted only by the 
sighs and groans of two or three distressed 
jndividuals. Others were alfected to tears, 
and some were seen to tremble like con- 
demned criminals. But I shall not at- 
tempt to describe the scene, or my own 
sensations. One young man, Mr. 'T., ori- 
ginally from N. England, who lives with 
me, and had been, during five or six 
months while living at Mayhew, distressed 
for his soul, found relief from the burden of 
sin, and gave praise to God. Mr. L., the 
fai .cr of the beloved child who died in the 
faith at Elliot, had been much pressed with 
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a sense of his guilt, since receiving a sol- 
eum admonition from his son, in a letter, 
written a few weeks before his death.— 
Though strictly moral and upright, he had 
never spoken of his serious impressions be- 
fore his family and neighbours. He was 
at this time so affected that he could not 
refrain. He commenced fainily prayer 
the same night, and is now very active in 
every good work. Anaged black woman, 
formerly a church member in Georgia, 
and probably the only praying person in 
this neighbourhood for several years, had 
her spiritual strength greatly renewed. 
“ Long time,” she said, “ have I prayed for 
this wicked people. I first used to pray 
that judgments or afflictions might bring 
them to repentance ; but they soon forgot 
such warnings. Then I pray the Lord to 
send teachers here; and I pray four or five 
years before they come.” 

Another hired man, Mr. R., went to bed 
that night in great mental distress. When 
he arose, he felt ready to sink, but obtained 
comfort when all other resources failed. 
This man had been seriously inclined, and 
at times very anxious, since Jast Septem- 
ber; but had spent most of his time in 
travelling. At length, hearing of these 
mission establishments, he resolved, if pos- 
sible, to get employ at some station where 
he might learn the way of life, He had 
passed our station 50 miles, when 1 met 
with him on my return froin Mayhew. 

We may number, as the happy fruits of 
this revival thus far, ten adults who give 
evidence of piety. Four of them are white 
men, five are blacks, (slaves,) and one 2 
free mulatto. The greater part of these 
have been notoriously wicked. The change 
is acknowledged by all who knew them, to 
be great. ‘Ten or twelve more are anxious- 
ly inquiring what they shall do to be saved 
All of these are grown persons, except 
two or three girls, about 14 years of age. 
The seriousness is now pretty much con- 
fined tothe negroes. The children of the 
school are mostly unaffected, as also the 
natives, if we except two or three women 
who are beginning to inguire into these 
things, and to attend meetings more regu- 
larly than heretofore. There are not want- 
ing opposers, and I should much fear what 
would be the effect of their machinations, 
if | were not assured that sinners under 
real conviction, like the blind man by the 
way-side, do cry so much the more. Some 
have: found the prediction fulfilled, “a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold.” As yet, 1 am confident, the cause 
of Christ is gaiming ground, We have 
two and sometimes three evening meet- 
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ings in the week, and two public exercises 
on the Sabbath, beside a meeting after- 
wards, attended by those who are anx- 
jously enquiiing. In addition to these the 
blacks assemble, nearly every evening,in dif- 
ferent places, for prayer among themselves. 

There bave been some cases of very pun- 
cent conviction, sv that the subjects had lit- 
ile or no rest, day nor night, for three 
weeks, before they found relief. The sea- 
son of distress, in other cases, has been on- 
iy four or five days. Some have been af- 
fected since the first Sabbath, and whose 
anxiety now increases. Other cases have 
occurred of very recent date. ‘Those af- 
fected generaily complain of the hardness 
of their hearts ;—are grieved that they are 
no more grieved for their past wickedness ; 
—acknow ledge their desert of endless pun- 
ishment, and express their wonder that 
God has not cut them off. They much 
fear self-deception ; and are very urgent 
and frequent in their inquiries on this great 
concern. ‘They seem to place no depend- 
auce on their prayers, and speak much of 
the importance of building their hopes on 
Christ Jesus the Rock of ages. I believe 
they are very careful to tell, when asked, 
the true state of their mind, as well as they 
can, fearing to deceive either themselves or 
others. 

[think I feel grateful, and so do these 
people, for the occasional labours of God’s 
ministers amoug us. Mr. Kingsbury 
preached two sermons here in March ; Kiev. 
G. Hallenbeck preached an evemng lec- 
thre at the French Camps in Dec. Brother 
Wright and the Rev. Mr. White preached 
at our house the Sabbath previous to the 
third Sabbath in May. Brother Wright 
has laboured with us two Sabbaths since. 
But O, iny dear sir, how much we need 
the constant labours, aud watchings, and 
nursings of a pastor—a skilful guide—a 
shepherd. Conceive of my situation a- 
mong this people. Great is the responsibil- 
ity at any time, but how much greater now. 
Never did [ feel so much the importance 
of the preached Gospel. ‘These people 
look to me. J tremble in view of my situ- 
ation. 1 tremble for them ; lest, through 
their ignorance and the want of proper in- 
struction, they should err. It is affecting 
to hear the new converts pray that the 
Lord would send them a minister, and 
speedily establish a church here. May the 
Lord hear their prayer and hasten it in 
histime. i am, dear sir, respectfully, 

Yours in the Gospel, L.S. Witiiams, 


The preceding letter was accompanied by 
one fromthe Rev. Alfred Wright, giving an 
necount of the same happy change, 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Cyrus By- 
ington, Missionary at Elliot, acknow- 
leaging the receipt of a box of clothing, 
from Hartford, Con. dated kilt, Choc- 
taw Nation, July, 1822. 


My dear friend—Long since would I 
have answered your very kind letter, had it 
been in my power. The missionary is not 
always able to sit at his table, conversing with 
disiant friends, whenever bis heart prompts 
him. He has labours and cares of an imperi 
ous nature. We should rejoice that it is 
so: we came here to labour and not to 
rest. Qur sickly season is advancing ; the 
fever and ague has appeared in our tamily. 
Jt becomes us to stand with our “ los girt 
about, and our lamps trimmed and burn- 
ing.” We believe it is a good work in 
which we have been hitherto allowed to la- 
bour. In many respects our mission has 
been prospered. I could shew you here 
many things that would gratify your heart, 
especially my little boys, tor so 1 call them, 
as they all sleep inmy room. You would 
love to hear them read their Bibles, repeat 
their hymus and prayers, tell me who made 
them, and Jooking on a map find the coun 
try whence the missionaries came. You 
would be pleased to walk abroad, and see 
our large corn fields containmg filty acres 
nearly all planted and hoed by our scholars 

Your Jetter, together with your present, 
was forwarded in due season to Capt. Fo! 
som. He was lately here, and lodged in 
my room. He was much gratified with 
your kinuness, and will probably write you 
soon. Heis a worthy man, and a firm 
friend of schools, although not a Christian. 
He takes the Religious Intelligencer, the 
National Intelligencer, the Recorder, and 
Missionary Herald. He keeps a- public 
stand, as we call it, or a house of entertain- 
ment for travellers; and has lately refused 
to sell whiskey to any one, that he may be 
able to talk to his people on the subject. 
He is about 31 years of age, and is a man 
of considerable property. It is interesting 
to see him at night and in the morning, 
when | or any of the missionaries lodge 
there, bring out a large quarto Bible, and 
his hymn book, that family worship may be 
attenced. A white man who niarrieda 
Choctaw woman, has lately given one 
thousand dollars to the school at Mayhew. 
Brother kingsbury left us, a few days since, 
to return to Mayhew, after having been 
been with us two or three weeks. He is 
indeed a man of rare worth. The more J 
am with him, the more mtimately I know 
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him—the more is my heart drawn towards 
him. 
himself. My friend, the Christian world 
know but little what he has done, or what 
he has borne; and it never will be known 
till the great day of revelation of all hearts. 
Bejore [ close, I must tell you that * Wins- 
low’s Sketch of Missions” was to me a very 
valuable present, not only from the charac- 
ter of the work, but of the author with 
whom I lived at Andover. We have also 
received another box of clothing from Hart- 
ford, Conn. without letter or date. Such 
friends, though strangers, are very dear to 
us. When we have received a favour, it is 


a gratification to us to inform the givers of 


its safe arrival, and express our love and 
gratitude, though it is in our power to 
write but a few letters. May the great 
Head of the Church ever bless you, and 
make you a blessing to thousands. With 
much gratitude and Christian affection, [ 
am yours among the heathen of your land. 
Cyrus Byineron. 


_—_—— 


AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY OF 
LIVERPOOL. 


We have formerly given an abstract of the 
praise-worthy efforts of the Ladies’ Branch 
Society in Liverpool, in supplying the poor 
with the Bible, by means of weekly contribu 
tions-.We here make an extract from their last 


REPORT. 


Father Fulgentio, the friend and bio- 
grapher of the celebrated Paul Sarpi, both 
of them secret friends to the progress of 
religious reformation, was once preaching 
upon Pilate’s question, * What is truth ?” 
He told the audience that he had at last, 
after many searches, found it out, and, 
holding forth a New Testament, said, 
“* Here it 1s, my friends!” but, added he, 
sorrowfully, as he returned it to his pock- 
et, “Itisa sealed book!” It has since 
been the glory of the Reformation to break 
the seal which had been imposed upon it, 
and to lay its blessed treasures open to the 
universal participation of mankind ; but to 
this latter day has it been reserved to hear 
and attend to the cry of perishing and ea- 
ger millions, “Give us the book! Give 
us to drink of the water of life freely !” 

The Reformation, indeed, discovered 


the hidden spring, but the Bible Society 
“rolled away the stone from the well’s 
mouth ;” and though it ceases not to send 
forth the invitation to every land, “ Ho! 
every one that thirsteth come ye to the wa- 
ters !” yet all its auxiliary reservoirs and 
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He is very modest in speaking of 





associated resources are inadequate to sup- 
ply, even with drops the thirsty multitudes 
who are still panting for the full draught. 
Christian females have approached, with 
the alacrity of Rebekah, with joy to draw 
water out of these wells of salvation, and a- 
mong these it has fallen to the happy lo: 
of the Liverpool Ladies’ Bible Society to 
share at once the labour and the reward. 

The Litherland, Everton, and Great 
George-square Associations appear, for the 
present, to have almost if not entirely, ac- 
complished the home supply ; only fou; 
families in the whole of them being report- 
ed as destitute of the Scriptures, out of ay 
estimated population of 15 or 16,000. [pn 
some other Associations, “few compara- 
tively” are reported as “destitute,” al- 
though there are many subscribers for cop. 
ies who have not yet obtained them. In the 
St. Paul’s Association, 1,940 Bibles and 
Testaments have been distributed ; and al- 
though few families are reported as entirely 
destitute, yet there are still 707 individual: 
subscribing for books who have not receiv- 
ed them. 

One thousand and seventy-three Bibles 
and Testaments have been distributed this 
vear, yet there are 2,473 subscribers on the 
Society’s books still unsupplied, who, by 
the continuance of small payments, will 
obtain possession of them at either the cost 
or reduced price. Others, too poor to con- 
tribute any thing, after carefully perusing 
aloan Bible or Testament, will become 
objects of gratuitous supply. 

Some further important reasons may be 
adduced, to prove the necessity of provi- 
ding for a continued and constant local sup- 
ply of the Scriptures. 

Change of disposition has induced ma- 
ny persons, who, upon the first visit of the 
Ladies, decidedly rejected their offer, after- 
wards gratefully to avail themselves of if, 
either unsolicited, or on its repetition. 
Some have been altogether ignorant 0! 
the Bible, and consequently indifferent to 
its reception. When the Associations 
were established, it appeared as if the Col- 
lectors would not obtain credit for purity 
of motive. The labouring classes had not, 
previously, been the subjects of active and 
discriminating benevolence ; they could 
not at once comprehend it; they imagined 
that some sinister motive lurked beneath, 
and that the money would be appropriated 
to other purposes. What a change expe- 
rience has produced the respectful lan- 
guage, the obliging manner of these very 
characters, and of the labouring classes 
generally, abundantly testify. The persons 
and habitations of many subscribers aré 
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sensibly improved, in rgeard to cleanliness ; 
‘heir children have been sent to school, 
and taught obedience and order, so that 
they are no longer the pest of their respec- 
tive neighbourhoods, but a help io their pa- 
reuts. The little surplus property of several 
~bseribers is committed tothe Ladies’ care, 
who receive it from: them in small pay- 
ments, and either return it to them when 
rept is to be paid, a winter’s stock of coals, 
potatoes, &e. to be purchased, ox to place 
t for them in the Savings Bank, according 
<9 the option of the respective depositors. 

The Scriptures have sometimes been re- 
‘ected for want of ability to read them ; 
put, stimulated by the offer, the disposition 
to learn has been attended with success, 
andsuch scholars have become joyful pur- 
chasers of the sacred volume. Frequently 
ihe sight of copies, procured by relatives 
or friends, has created an admiring wish to 
procure similar ones, and the Ladies have 
been directed by these friends where to 
call. When parents have been indifferent 
to the possession of the Holy Word, their 
children have often won them to subscribe 
a penny, or have obtained copies by their 
own praiseworthy exertions. 


For those who object to putting the Scrip- 
tures into the hands of children we quote the 
tullowing -— 

The necessity of a continued and perma- 
nent local supply of the Scriptures is, above 
all, obvious in connexion with the rising 
veneration. “It is observable that the Bi- 
vie Society came into operation at the very 
time when unprecedented exertions to give 
education to children had but just com- 
wienced; and when they had received an 
education, this ‘ angel of salvation,’ (as the 
Bible Society was most appropriately de- 
nominated by Earl Roden, on Jately mov- 
‘ng the address to the Throne,) ‘put the 
best book into their hands, and thus preserv- 
ed them from many evils.” The senti- 
ments of ovr highly-esteemed townsman, 
William Roscoe, Esq. fon this subject, can- 
not fail to command the attention of every 
‘riend of the Society. “It can be no pre- 
‘umption to say, that to commit to memory 
the moral precepts of the New Testament, 
instructions actually delivered by the Foun- 
der of the Christian Religion, these di- 
vine rules of conduct, so simple, so ener- 
getie, $o intelligible, so convincing, will be 
preferable to devoting the Same attention 
to any composition of mere human author- 
itv, however excellent it may be.” Thougn 
it might well enough comport with the 
darkness of the fourteenth century to term 
“ignorance the mother of devotion,” in 
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the nineteenth century it is mgre justly 
denominated “ the parent of crime.” Ex- 
perience fully exemplifies the truth of the 
proverb, “that the soul being without 
knowledge is not good.” ‘The profligacy 
of St. Giles’ in our own metropolis, is no- 
torious, but it ceases to be matter of aston- 
ishment, when it is known that, in that 
part of the parish called the “ Holy Land,” 
out of 1,148 families, only 46, upon a re- 
cent investigation, were found in posses- 
sion of the Scriptures; and out of 1,860 
adults, 1,454 were unable toread. “If li 
had had this Bible ten years ago,” said an 
unfortunate man at his execution, extend- 
ingto Sir Montague Cholmlay the Bible 
which he had given him; “ If I had had 
this Bible ten years ago, I should not have 
come to this disgracefulend !” In North 
Britain, where the entire population are 
instructed in their parochia! Schools, and 
where that instruction is decidedly reli- 
gious, the proportion of criminals is but as 
one to fourteem in England and to twenty- 
two in Treland. 

The Committee of the Liverpool Ladies’ 


Bible Society, in concluding their Report 


ofits transactions, beg leave to congratu- 
late the friends and subscribers of the In- 
stitution upon the example which it has 
supplied for the attainment of objects so 
important. They rejoice to learn that this 
xample, where it has been followed by 
Christian females in distant lands, has been 
accompanied, as it invariably will be, by 
similar results ; and they think it impossi- 
ble not to recognise herein the means sanc- 
tioned by Heaven for advancing that peri- 
od, so often referred to in the Word of 
Prophecy, when “the Heathen shall fear 


the name of the Lord, and all the Kings of 


the earth hisglovy : when all nations whom 
he hath made shall come and worship be- 
fore him, and glorify his holy name.” 
lather of Mercies! speed the promised hour, 
Thy kingdom come with all restoring pow'r ; 
Truth, virtue, knowledge, spread from pole to 
pole, 
Asround the world the ocean waters roll ' 
Hope «aits the morning of celestial light, 
Time ;)/lumes his wings for everlasting flight . 
Unchanging seasons have their march begun, 
Millennial years are hastening to the sun ; 
Seen through thick clouds, by faith’s trans 
piercing eyes, 
The new creation shines in purer skies ! 
All hail, the age of crime and suffering ends, 
The reign of righteousness from Heav'n de- 
scends ! Monroomery. 
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From tte London Baptist Magazine. 
LONDON BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCI- 
Ery. 

Speech of W. Wilberforce, Esq. at the An- 


nual Meeting of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, 1822. 


The second Resolution acknowledging 
the kind assistance of Ministers, Auxiliary 
Sucieties, &c. was proposed by W. WiLBER- 
rorce, Esq. M. P. who said, he could as- 
sure the Chairman, and the assembly, that 
although he had not,before had the honour 
of taking a share in their interesting meet- 
ings, yet he had long been deeply interest- 
ed in their cause. 
its commencement, he could truly declare, 
that his eye was fixed upon it; and he con- 
tinued from year to year, to watch its pr o- 
gress, and to anticipate its triumphs ; while 
it new promises greater and better things 
hereafter. He shewed his zeal by attend- 
ing that meeting, when it was manifest he 
was little able to express the feelings of his 
heart. It was natural, he said, for the 
Chairman, who had so forcibly addressed 
tiie meeting, to observe the striking differ- 
ence between the origin and present state 
of the Society. They saw how a little 
seed, as a grain of mustard, elucidating the 
scriptural paradle, had already grown into 
a mighty tree, expanding its foliage, and 
presenting its fertility as an object of unri- 
valled beauty and grandeur. He was ex- 
eeedingly struck and gratified when he 
saw that Almighty God was giving these 
indications of his special approbation, and 
he seemed to call them almost as with an 
audable voice, to go forward with earnest- 
ness aud confidence, and energy, in the 
path which he had opened before them. 

In the beginning of their efforts, he re- 
eollected how slowly they proceeded, and 
he well remembered reading at the time 
when they made their first subscription in 
behalf of the Hindoos, that the whole sum 
rmounted to little more than thirteen 
pounds. But he had lived to see the day, 
when only three of their chief Missionaries 
themselves, (their once poor, as well as des- 
vised Missionaries) had contributed from 
their jomt labours, asum of Fifty Thousand 
Pounds! He mentioned this in that place, 
not as a proof of any extraordinary great- 
ness of mind, or of Christian liberality, 
hut he did so because God had honoured 
them to meet the spirit of the world, in the 
language of the world. He mentioned it, 
not because they were not before generous, 
according to the ability they had ; for the 
ame men who raised Thirteen Pounds, 
‘wo shillings and sixpence, had the spirit to 
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give the larger sums, had they possesse; 
them. They have now redeemed the 
pledge then given, and they are pouring 
the fruits of their well-directed labour into 
the treasury of the Lord, It was a disegy. 
ery of the present time to ascertain tie im- 
portant truth, that the smaller contributions 
of the many who raise the largest suins: 
and the laborious artisan, by the subscrip. 
tion of his weekly penny, would raise , 
considerable amount in a few years; and 
by union with others, it would become 4 
large and mighty sum. We know there 
were some, who were not for receiyiyy 
these smaller subscriptions. From such 
charitable feelings for the poor he would 
dissent: because they were founded on a 
mean and erroneous view of the real good- 
ness fof the heart that gives. Those 
subscriptions were not to be estimated ac. 
cording to their pecuniary amount, but by 
the spirit from which they proceeded, an! 
by those feelings of sympathy and Chris. 
tian love, which had prompted the indi- 
viduals in question, from raising Thirteen 
Pounds in the first instance, to contribute 
Fifty Thousand. 

It cannot be doubted, sir, that this disin- 
terested and noble measure gwas _ plan- 
ned by the directing blessing of God. Dr. 
Carey, whose low origin is the greaiest 
honour that can be conceived, was raised, 
by the grace and power of God, to that 
high elevation which he now occupies. 

It was divine Providence which raised 
up such a man, and gifted him with these 
extraordinary mental endowments. Nor 
was he alone; there were Marshman and 
Ward ; they too were exalted by that great 
Master, who can never err in the choice of 
his ministers. It was also remarkable, that 
it had always raised his hope, that their So- 
ciety had proceeded to occupy the station 
and place best adapted to their design. 
They had laid their foundations large, and 
low, and deep ; because a building was to 
be raised of extraordinary extent, and of 
unrivalled splendour. It was to be no Ba- 
bel of earthly pride and vanity ; and when 
raised to its highest pitch, it would reach a 
point never to be surpassed on earth.— 
Their missionaries had proceeded to ac- 
quire the knowledge of the various lan- 
guages of the East, and to translate Scrip- 
tures into them. He remembered that 
when it pleased God to send his Son into 
the world, the Old Testament had been 
translated into the language of all learned 
men, in the Septuagint version, and this 
rendered it impossible that it could ever 
be charged upon the Christians, as thet 
work. Remarkable, and analogous also, 
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at the time of the Reformation from Pope- 
ry, the dawning of a second glorious day 
fom a night of Egyptian darkness, the 
discovery of printing, and the revival of 
letters, gave a wide circulation to divine 
truth, beyond any thing that had before o- 
pened to the human intellect, or to human 
discovery. He naturally conitected these 
thoughts with such a man as Dr. Carey ; 
and he rejoiced that it had pleased God to 
let him live long enough to witness from 
Dr. Carey and this Society, the removal of 
that reproach which attended our posses- 
sions in India. ‘They liad heard of the pe- 
cular character, the different inventions, 
and the military talents of the Hindoos ; 
but we had always made them subservient 
to our Own purposes, and little consulted 
their real advantage. Here we are endea- 
youling to confer upon them real benefits, 
by attempting to communicate to them 
happiness in this world; as a pledge of feli- 
city in the next. 

This was a design of deep reflection, of 
courage, of resolution, and of difficulty. It 
was, he repeated, no slight enterprise. The 
god of this world had entrenched himself be- 
hind barrier after barrier, but much of the 
darkness that prevailed had been chased a- 
way by the light and power of truth ; and 
the missionaries had shewn to mankind, 
and the inhabitants of Europe, that what 
had been reported of the inoffensiveness 
and innocence of the Hindoo character, 
was all an abominable falsehood of him 
who was a liar from the beginning. 

In India, the female sex had been reduc- 
ed to the Jowest state of degradation. 'The 
spirit of Christianity being absent, power 
triumphed over weakness, and cruelty over 
benevolence; that was degraded and in- 
sulted, which should be raised and beauti- 
fied. Practices prevailed there, the most 
abhorrent to our nature; children destroy- 
ed their parents, mothers gave up their in- 
fants, and the dark being of the demoniac 
idolatry seemed to trust in his sure and ne- 
ver failing efforts. 

This, sir, is the beginning of a great and 
glorious work, that will be crowned with 
complete success. With pleasure ie heard 
of the formation of schools ; and that the 
natives, in some instances, shewed a great- 
er eagerness to receive our instructions than 
we Sometimes see in this country. At the 
same time, this is not the only field of your 
exertions ; the wretched and the miserable 
are the objects of your care wherever they 
are found. While you send to the East, 
you are mindful of the West also ; and the 
Negro slave receives from you the liberty 
of the Gospel. Oh! may you ever tread 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 253 


in the footsteps of your heavenly Master, 
who was anointed to preach the Gospel to 
the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to re- 
lease the captive, and to diffuse universal 
happiness and comfort! 

It was glorious to be engaged in such a 
cause; and he congratulated from his 
heart the gentleman who was called to the 
Chair on this occasion; he congratulated 
himself, and though he could not expect to 
witness the extended result of their Ja- 
bours, yet he humbly hoped that, when 
they took their station in another and a 
better world, they should see, with a fuller 
and higher feeling, all the benefits that 
shall arise from their success. He looked 
forward to the period when their success 
would be most complete. This was the 
glorious morning of a blessed day ; and it 
would introduce the brightness and the 
beauty of the full meridian. They were 
engaged in a service in which angels 
would rejoice to employed; a cause to 
which God has condescended to communi- 
cate his special blessing; and that cause 
vhich he blesses cannot fail! 





BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


Substance of a Speech by the Rev. J. Sle- 
phens, of Cornwall, (of the Wesleyan 
connexion) at the last Anniversary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 


My Lord,—Most happy should I be if 
my abilities were equal to my regard for 
the British and Foreign Bible Society: but 
when I consider the charity of its spirit, 
and its intense desire to enrich and _ bless 
every human being ; when I consider the 
sublimity of its object which is (if possible) 
to cause all men to read and hear in their 
own tongues the wonderful works of God ; 
when I[ consider the beautiful simplicity of 
its principle, the circulation of the pure 
word of God without note or comment, and 
in the authorised version; when I conside: 
the patronage it has obtained, the rapidity 
with which it advances to perfection, the 
magnitude of its operations, the success with 
which God has been pleased to crown its 
efforts, and the wide spreading prospect ol 
incalculable good to the human race, I am 
almost struck dumb with admiration. I) 
cannot be repeated too often, that this So 
ciety brought about the union of all classes 
of Christians, tranquelizing their mutua! 
hostile proceedings, prevailing with them, 
without compromise of principle, to main- 
tain the bond of peace, and to strive har- 
moniously together for the salvation of the 
world, Since that auspicious day, my 
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Lord, the bonds of Christian union have 
been drawn still closer ; our churches have 
been greatly edified by the delightful sight 
of brethren dwelling together in love; and 
the world has been reaping, is reaping, and 
is reaping, and shall continue to reap un- 
speakable blessings from their mutual co- 
operation. Only let the Society be true to 
itself, as I doubt not it will; only let us 
act consistently with our respective profes- 
sions, and breathe the pure and holy spirit 
of our divine religion, and no discord shall 
arise to disturb your repose; no impedi- 
ment, no insurmountable impediment at 
least, shall be thrown in the way of your 
God-like march of Christian benevolence : 
and what is the spirit of our religion, my 
Lord, and what do our different professors 
require ? It is not a selfish, unhappy, con- 
tracted spirit, that like opaque bodies or sub- 
terranean abysses, swallows up all and re- 


turns nothing; it is like the open face of 


the ocean, which repays every tributary 
stream by fertilizing showers. I happen 
to be a Cornish man, my Lord: and our 
Cornish motto is One and all ; I trust your 
Lordship will forgive me; but [ can 
scarcely help transferring my own Cornish 
motto to the Society. One and all. It 
well becomes us, whatever be our different 
creeds, to follow our Lord and Master 
when he sowed the divine seed im this 
world ; not to lock it up in our garners till 
it be devoured and destroved, but to scatter 
it abroad that it may take root and bring 
forth fruit, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some an hundred fold. When our 
heavenly Master opened in this country 
the well of the water of life and salvation, 
it was not with the design that we should 
rolla great stone at the well’s mouth, and 
prevent our neighbours from quenching 
their thirst, but that we should give it to 
them all; and the spirit of those who are 
drinking of these waters should be, Come, 
and drink freely : and people at a distance 
should repeat the invitation, and telegraph 
it forward to distant stations ; andif there 
were any tribes and nations beyond the 
reach of telegraphic despatch, it is for us to 
employ all our energies in forming conduits 
and acqueducts to disperse these waters 
of life till all the world shall be refreshed 
and fertilized. When our Master planted 
the tree of life in this happy country, it 
was not that we should build a brick wal] 
as high as Haman’s gallows round it, or 
plant a thorn hedge to keep off our neigh- 
bours from approaching it. No, my Lord, 
our Master said, “ the leaves of the tree are 
for the healing of the nations.” One and 
all, then my Lord, our princes, our nobles, 
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our prelates, our clergy, our commons Our 
committee-men, our collectors, our agents 
of every description, our men, our women, 
our children, let them all be employed i, 
gathering the leaves of this tree of life, ang 
transmitting them to all the corners of th 
ocean, to all the winds of heaven—to eye. 
ry point of the compass ; let every one of ys 
be employed in sending them through the 
world for the healing of alt nations.” 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from a minister of jj, 
Gospel in Norfolk, Va. to his friend j; 
Philadelphia, dated August 12, 1822, 


We believe God has graciously revive; 
the languishing graces of some of his peo. 
ple here, and is exciting very strong expec. 
tations of a general outpouring of his Spir- 
it upon his churches here. That you may 
judge correctly of our present state, J will 
mention some recent occurrences. Las, 
Friday week, at the urgent request of Rey. 
Benjamin Rice, I visited Petersburg, where 
a glorious work of revival has been experi. 
enced for the last three weeks, in the Pres- 
byterian and Methodist churches. To the 
former thirty-seven, and to the latter fifty 
new converts have been added since the 
work began, and it is rapidly progressing. 
Many are enquiring ‘What they shall d 
to be saved?’ [ staid in Petersburg 6 day: 
and a half, during which time [I attende: 
twenty meetings, which were all crowded, 
solemn and attentive. The last Thursday 
before I left them we held three meetings 
The first continued five hours; and during 
that time, three young ladies, and two 
young gentlemen, before under deep im- 
pressions, professed conversion, and rejoic- 
ed in hope of the glory of God. In the af- 
ternoon, one or two more obtained peace, 
and in the course of the afternoon a great 
number appeared to be deeply convicted. 
In this state I the next morning left them. 
Four or five of my people were in Peters- 
burg with me, and obtained from God rich 
spiritual blessings. 

On my return last Saturday evening, I 
attended a revival prayer-meeting which 
has been established at my house a few 
weeks, and has been attended by about ten 
male members of the church. At the close 
of that meeting, in which all was cold and 
cheerless as the grave, I proposed a meet- 
ing at sunrise the next morning. About 
eight persons attended; and, in a short 
time after the meeting began, the Spirtt 
seemed all at once to seize on every soul 
present, and not a single heart remained 
unmelted, and not a dry eye was seen in the 
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room during the remainder of the meeting 
which lasted about two hours. We then 
separated till 9 o’clock, when we met again 
and were joined by a few more, and all 
seemed equally as much impressed as in the 
sunrise meeting. After the morning ser- 
vice in the church, another prayer-meet- 
ing was appointed at three o’clock ; and at 
the hour, both the lower rooms, and passa- 
ges and front pavement of my house were 
crowded. At night a still larger house was 
crowded. In both meetings very deep and 
solemn impressions seem to have been 
made on the hearts both of saints and sin- 
ners. At sunrise this morning, my house 
was again crowded with males and females, 
ardently praying for a revival; most of 
them on their knees renewed their covenant 
with God, and pledged themselves to at- 
tend these meetings every morning, until the 
Lord revives his work. Six convicted sin- 
ners stood up in the meeting this morning, 
and thus expressed their anxiety for the sal- 
vation of their souls, and their desire of a 
special interest in the prayers of God's peo- 
ple. Thus much the Lord has already 
done for us, and our hearts are glad. Dear 
friends, | beg an interest in your prayers 
that I may be sustained and have grace to 
be faithful— Rel. Remembrancer. 





NOTICE OF NEW-HAVEN AND YALE 
COLLEGE, 

LY A SOUTHERN TRAVELLER—JUNE 1822. 

New-Haven is, at this season of the year, a 
sweet and lovely place. ‘the houses are prin- 
cipally wooden houses painted white, with 
green window shutters ‘The streets are gen- 
erally shaded with long rows of flourishing 
elmsand maples And while the population 
is sufficiently numerous and active to give an- 
imation to the scene, there is not that iaces- 
sant bustle and perpetual roar, which annoy 
one in great commercial cities ! 

The College edifices are extended nearly 
the length of an entire square on about the 
highest ground within the city. The ground 
slopes in front; and on the opposite square 
stand all the Churches in town. An Episco. 
pal and two Congregational Churches, all very 
handsome buildings, standinaline. The Me. 
thodist place of worship, most unhappily, is 
placed on the corner of the square. immedi 
ately below the Church-square, there is a por- 
tion of ground of the same size entirely open, 
well set with grass and beautifully shaded. A 
spectator, standing in front uf the College chap. 
¢lon Sabbath morning, as the church bell is 
ringing, has one of the most delightfully ani- 
mating prospects before him that is to be seen 
in the United states The population of New- 
Haven, is about 8,000 or 10,000; and they are 
achurch frequenting people. There is, too, a 
laudable punctuality in their attendance. One 
then, ia the situation just mentioned, sees at 
one view the students repairing to chapel, and 
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the whole church-going population of New- 
Haven, from the patriarch of three score and 
ten, to the children of six or eight years, mov- 
ing on to their respective places of worship, 
and just about to join in supplications and sol- 
emn songs of praise to the Father of all. The 
sight of three or four thousand human beings, 
with all the ideas and feelings associated with 
this sight, is overpowering. Nothing in the 
scenes of inanimate nature can be compared 
with it. Tbesun will finally be darkened, the 
moon be turned into blood, and the heavens 
be rolled away asa scroll; the last fires will 
wither and consume every form of earthly 
beauty and grandeur ; but all these beings are 
immortal, and every individual soul outvalues 
the material universe. To see them all has- 
tening to the place where God has recorded 
his name, where the messages of mercy are 
delivered, and the sinner is taught what he 
must do to be saved, awakens emotions of un- 
controllable energ 1 could scarcely help 
stretching out my hands and praying aloud that 
the Father of mercies might bless them. 

But this spectacle bas turned me aside from 
the College. Of this institution it would re- 
quire more room than you can spare to give a 
detailed account. I can only say that the 
buildings consist of four colleges four stories 
high; a chapel, lyceum, ¢c.; that there isa 
valuable library of about 7,000 volumes; an 
excellent philosophical apparatus; and cer- 
tainly the richest and most extensive collec. 
tion of minveralsin the United States Indeed, 
there are suid to be but few superior to it in the 
world 

The College includes a Medical School ; the 
faculty consists of a president and nine profes- 
sors. Lesides these there are six tutors and 
au assistantto the chemical professors. The 
students im college amount to about 325, who 
with the residence graduates and medical stu- 
dents make the whole number upwards of 400. 
‘The institution, although deprived of the valu- 
able services of Dr Dwight, has lost nothing in 
reputation. Perhaps itis exceilec by sume oth- 
er colleges in all that regards mere literature ; 
but in respect to science, it is probably superio: 
io any other institation in our country. 

‘The necessary expenses at Yale College 
amount fo about $150 dollars per annum, ex- 
clusive of clothing The executive govern- 
ment of this college is in the bands of the fac- 
ulty, with the right of appeal to the corpor: 
tion. It partakes wuch ofa palernal charac- 
ter: and if oue may judge from the order and 
decorum which prevail in the chapel, of tLe 
efficiency of the governinent, it may truly Le 
said thatin this quality it is remarkable. I 
have no where seen a congregation of three 
hundred worshipers bebave with more pro- 
priety.--It is gratifying to add fihat there is a 
church in college consisting at present of at 
least one hundren members. 

lt would be unpardonable not to mention 
the very polite and assiduous attentions which, 
alihough entire strangers, ] and my fellow tra- 
vellers received from the president aud sever- 
al of the professors. 
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COMMENCEMENT. 


On Tuesday evening an admirable sermon 
was delivered before the Connecticut Eduaca- 
tion Society, by the Rev Mr. Hewit, of Fair- 
Geld. and a contribution taken up for the re- 
lief of the Society. 

On Wednesday the annual Commencement 
of Yale College was attended by an unusual 
number of strangers, and many of the clergy. 
‘The performances were highly creditable to the 
Institution ; and we venture to say, that the 
reputation of the College never stood on high. 
er ground [Weare not able to give farther 
particulars till next week } 


---- 


ORDINATION. 


During the present week, the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
convened in this city,and agreeably to the notice 
published in a former paper, Messrs. William 
Goodell, William Richards, and Artemas Bish 
op, were, on the day after Commencement, 
ordained in the centre church, as Ministers of 
the Gospel. to labour among the heathen. The 
ordaining council was composed of Ministers 
and delegates from the two churches in Hart. 
ford, from the two churches in this city and 
from the church in Yale College, from the 
church in New London, from the first church 
in Fairfield, from the West church in Green- 
wich, and from the church in Cornwall. 

The services commenced about 10 o'clock, 
A. M.—the Rev. Mr. Lewis, of Greenwich, 
offered the introductory prayer; the sermon 
was preached by the Rev Dr Miller, of 
Princeton, from Isaiah Ixt 4—* And they shall 
build the old wastes, they shall raise up the 
former desolations, and they shall repair the 
waste cilies, the desolations of many genera 
tions” The Rev. Dr Lyman, of Hatfield, of- 
fered the ordaining prayer; the Rev Dr. 
Flint, of Hartford, gave the charge ; the Rev. 
Mr. Hawes, of Hartford, expressed the fellow- 
ship of the churches, and the Rev Mr McEw- 
en, of New London, offered the concluding 
prayer. The services were solemn and highly 
appropriate, and a collection of about $226 tak- 
en up forthe purposes of the Board. After a re- 
cess of about half an hour, the Board of Com. 
missioners, the ordaining council, a large num- 
ber of clergymen, the mission family, the mem- 
bers of the Congregational churches in this city, 
many persons from the neighbouring, and 
some from distant towns, and several of the 
youths from the Foreign Mission School at 
Cornwall, assembled in the North Church, and 
commemorated the death of Him, of whom 
the whole family in Heaven and earth is nam- 
ed. The services were performed by the Rev. 
President Bates and the Rev. Dr Beecher, and 
were unusually solemn and instructive 
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The scene was one, which no folbower of 
the Redeemer could contemplate  withoy 
emotion No person, indeed. can reflect upog 
it with indifference, From a continent dis. 
covered after a lapse of nearly fifteen centy. 
ries from the birth of Christ, missionaric; 
are now sent to the land where he led q 
life of sorrows. They go for the Purpose 
of directing the attention of those who dwe}j 
there, to transactions of which their coup. 
try was the theatre, and to doctrines which 
were then promulgated. Nor is it less won. 
derful, that since the few years which have 
gone by, when Mills and his associates imbib. 
ed a missionary spirit, so much has been done. 
It is true, and all will acknowledge it, tha! more. 
much more. should have been done, even in thi, 
short period ; but still it is wonderful, it is a won. 
der which God hath wrought, that from a sate 
of apathy on the subject of missions, the 
churches should so soon awake to the impor. 
tance of the subject, and have missionaries in 
India, in Palestine, and in the islands of the 
sea, as well asin our western forests. They 
will soon put ferth more vigorous efforts. Ey. 
ery individual will feel it his incumbent duty, — 
a duty, the performance of which, will consti. 
tute a great source of his enjoyment, to increase 
by his strength, how small soever it may be, 
the mighty effort of Christendom. Many will 
come to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty: and that house to which all nations 
shall flow, will soon be erected upon the tops 
of the mountains 

Mr Goodell is destined for Palestine; Messrs. 
Richards and Bishop for the Sandwich Islands. 

On the evening of the same day a sermon 
was preached before the Board, by the Rev. 
Dr. Proudfit, of Salem, N.Y. from Malichi 
ee 5 2 
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COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Ata meeting of citizens from New Haven 
and various other places in the State, at the 
close of public worship in the church of the 
United Society, Sept. 11, 1822 — 

Communications were made by an agent oi 
the American Colonization Society, on the 
subject of forming, in this State, an Auxiliary 
Society: Whereupon, it was 

Votep, Thata Committee of Five be ap- 
pointed to report, at the time they sball desig- 
nate, on the expediency of forming in this 
State a Society under the name; The Auxilia- 
ry Society of the State of Connecticut. Also, 

Vurrp, That Seth P, Staples, Judge Bald- 
win, Samuel J Hitchcock, President Day. and 
the Rev. Mr. Scranton be the Committee to re- 
port as above stafed. 

Attest, CALEB J. TENNEY, 
Secretary for the time. 
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